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WHEAT SUPPLY
IS A MYSTERY
IN BREAD QUIZ

Federal Ignorance Over
Crop Bared at Hear¬

ing Opened Here.

WITNESSES HINT
AT BAKERS' PLOT

MfCii*1Ks 'ha* Preceded Price

Increase Shown Appeal
Made to \ViK«in.

e ! r»f Agi ¡culture at

WMhiagton .«rp',ar.- not to have biív

»tfur»t<* information as to t'ic praaent |
cundit'r".' ''¦7 movement of the »he tt

cnp indicate*] yeaterday
,. th« or o »,. | of the At-!

'.nme- -iufi p.»;ion into the
rai««* in the price of bread and wheat.
Iron* el rr :»<iirco? pertinent to the

itiqu-T-. r ¦¦".¦ c oí 'he same dilatory
«Utu? 'Ti the Apricultural department
ear I

Pail UBJ satis-

beta"*] r.'ormation on these impor¬
tant linei fron the federal department,
Tifp.y Attorney t.eneral Alfred L.

Beckei. who ia conducting the investi-
c»tion, erill resort to-day to the teati-
meny of two statistician? of the New

York Produce Lxchunge. Henry Heizer

»:.d A. L RuaaelL Becker exptct? to

ífTOte amO*\ of the time at the hear-

ing» to-day t« the testimony of these

two men in the hope of securing some

expert knowledge of actual wheat eon-

ütiani throughout tr»e country.

Plot Secret Lurks in Wheat.

Present «tatua of the wheat crop

it an all-import;» o ht deter-
lnir.ed in the pieser.t inquiry here. In
crder !o ascertain whether a criminal
corjp raej er combination hau existed
-.a boosting the price of wheat, and
to trace its ramification? to thil Clt)
and «täte, it i« essential to know where

»nd by whom th* «apply ia beir.p held,
«nd through what channel? it has

mov"d. or failed to move, ii «o the

¦«rket. The crucial object of the in-

ejairy, as outlined b) Mr. Becker, is to

ft', beyond the local baker and

eut. the big men in the bull movement.
nn-Jentood that the Mtawiey

Ceatral Wrote the T*>»partment of Agri-
caHur-- ten day» ago aaking for ata

fiatic:-.' infe The reply came

Wck thai the department was a' pi"

«.r.t making an investigation of the

»ubject, but was not in a position at

*.i»t tine ta offer the data racjumted.
M éeveloped that i.* late as ¡T-atur

«i»y offici*«l inquiry had been made by
the Deprartaient of Agriculture of the

operl «tal .* uns of the New York
Prodi' :. fai information
alorg the «an« I nei requested by the
Attoinr-v General. This fact probabh

ont at the hearing
the Produce Exchange

Heath, pi » ¡dent of the
Katioaal Honaewivea' League, «ought
iimil»r information of the I'cnartment
gt Igt -, t.rr-on when in

Waihlngton early in January« with
aajaally d . result?. Mre.

Heat1. a letter to Pres-
VYiL.on urging him, on behalf»

ef the league, to instruct the Depart
«.»it el tgi ilture to investigate

of wheat it once in order
the United state-

dgC of the quan-
and where it

i» aew fa g eld."
Waeaan'a Plea «a w Ihm

Her lett
Hon« r: In the

January I 4isited the
of "agriculture in

W« hing ». lug Information
regs. tatai el the

eat '.'»»s country, M
lai .' of the National

.: ne, al which I
01 to In

-v

-.) not only ta 'h"
-, itioi at

ratio ¦
t .bni tted '.. tin- <i»!>ar4 m«

Ml upply
are th« pi »docei «till holdii «r

"

much of our wheat -upply
pro«

eer ta élevât '¦ and from the ele-
ratars »o the market '.'

Ar« the pre "npmg into
'.»a rafa if,

What nereei I ag 1 pi
Mi air. «H. faee« »hipped abroad*!

Endet d yo a ropy of
b; Carl Vrfoo

an. Ai
''»1 e.jl»,|a-f, ,,, ie

mi-

ly tl
ie« thi .

ant ol '. ilture ».nah!, ta gí«
which WO »o

¦ich«. hn> mrug abti«<red to
..The ' hieaga U

1 rade BulltHin," which aeewad to
of infornu

. of Agnciiit
f* Informed me that an investiga

-, ol wheat »m the
«arm« «re taken on March 1 and
¦»uly 1

;ve Hoee«*rWivea' League r»«pect-
..ou inatrui

Department ol Agrie-altar« lo ii
¡[.alígate the eat at

order thai the citizen« of
' United Stat«« may have full

kja-twledg«. of the quantity of at/all
»hie wheat «nd where It ¡1 now
*"""g held.

Respeet»ul!y reara,
JENNIE bEWEY HEATH,

,r> Mr. Vrooman'a letter to Mr-
***tx . d««ed January 22, » .. »id that
*. h»«J »ought th» information in the

J»ur«au of Crop Eatimate«. hut had!
'»und that th«y had no very definite,

.,*!*dge along those lines.
" '« no' known how much wheat I he
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Jersey and Bay State
Both Submit Suffrage

\X omen's Victory in Two Neiglibor States on Same
Day Insures Vigorous lall Campaigns.1 riumph

Comes After Years of Strenuous Work.
\.«- Jersey and Massachusetts were i

«ddcd yesterday lo thr »Ute» in which
the vot« r» are to decide* next fall wheth |
er (hr franchise shall be given to worn-

rn. Sett York and her neighbor» thn« !
will have . livelier élection than i» tiiual
In the year before tt Presidential cam!

paiga. In «11 three »Ute« the suffra-'
gists, elated »t their success in the«!
"stronghold ot conservatism," »re;
planning vigorous campaign«

In New Jersey flu State Senate

parsed the woman's -suffrage retsolu-
tioti. comma and all, by a vet« of 17
to 1 The Assembly had already rati¬
fied it. and the question will be put be¬
fen the Miifrs in September, Kc-ir.«
for the comma which war« »aid to be
mis»ing when the resolution left the
Assembly proved groundles». It was

in the official copy introduced before
(he Senate.
The New Jersey Stat- Senator« who

voted agaitift the resolution were:
Democrats. The views of the Senator-;'
were split four wa) », regardless of
their vote«. Senator Renneaay, l»emo-
crntic minority leader, voted for it ne-

cause he thinks women should vote.'
Others voted for it because, regardless
of their person»! views, they thought
the question should go before the vot-

en, Besides those who voted "No" in
accordance with their views on the
propriety ot gi'ing women the vote,
there waa Senator Ramsey.

"If this question were te be sub-
mitted to the women of the state."
.«.id Ramrcy, "I might favor the reso¬

lution, because I 'lo not believe the
majority of the women want the ballot.
Bat this question will now be submit¬
ted to the men, and we know that the
men will be easily influenced bv the
woman suffragists. I tear that th«? pro-

YOUTHFUL PAIR "1
ELOPE IN VAIN

Boy and Girl Endure Hard¬
ships, but Pail to Wed

.Too Young.
Ynable to induce a minister to merry

them after they had spent Sunday ight
in a bi>\ c»> and Monday night in an f

unprotected «lied, Mi.«s .lanct McVlttle, I
fifie-cn yearn old. and Joseph MeNally,
¦«venteen, were returned by the police
to then homea in Kearnv, N. J., last

night, They eloped early on Sunday!
evening.

The co'ji.'e (Attended the Kearny High
School, whtr.' they met last year. Sev- j
era] months ago MeNally began to pay
j.rdent court to lie girl. She lives with
her eunclc, Henry ("rookall, a retired
i" itractor, of 287 Kearny Avenue.

McNally'a calls became so frequent
that Mrs.'('rookall told the lad hat hi»

uu?t tea«e. Hoe v er. the
ye.ung people met every day at school,
and MeNally always escorted Jan«t t .

and from the K«iiri,y Union Presby¬
terian ( hurcti on Sunday.

"vi i.= -« McVlttle etarted for Sandav
-rbool on Sunday afternoon, and was

told to be home by 6 o'clock. MeNally |
and the girl met after the services, ami
v.er« so intereetad in their talk they
nid not notice the flight of time until j
It is. nfter 0 o'clock. The girl was

afru'd to go h'inie. am! when her boy
.ui«"r proposed that they elope she1
gladly consented.
They waited a! the Harrison station

of the Erie ilailroail until 9 o'clock, and
train eame nifnc ^'id heinc* pta«

tirally withonl fund (he couple found
a b<.\ car, where they «topped f«r the

nlghl They reached Newort on Mon
da] morning, and after treating, at the,
home of a'relative of McNally, «her,.

tin; dined, they began the search foi
a minister. K\ every rector) they met

reply, "Toe young"
Wandering about until 10 o'clock a»

n fht, the pair reached it shed in Pns-
talc Sneet. and the girl, unable to to

m. ni ¡«ted upon ileeping there, despite
the fact. tha< there waa no protection
from the elemi *.¦ She fell asleep on

McNally't »houlder, und they awoke
yeaterday morning numbed from the
cold.

A« if in a da/.e they ttumbled on,

reaching the boathousa at

Brook l'ara., when from sheer
exhaustion they dropped on a bench,
Tlier« they were found, both crying bit
teriv. by ratrolaaan Jewell, who. after
),c ,rjt i ory, took them t0 th«

.| Pr< '-il"''
\«ter having tome e(,ffee and roll«

I still meleted upon getting m«*-

n,.!, but McNally. from ins experi-
decided to agree v«ith the min-
,nd ««'t until tl"') were a little

older. A policeman took the couple to
ihcir home« "i Rear***;.*,_
WHITMAN TO HEAR CHARGE
Governor Expected to Handle

Gagan Case in Person.

\, F-b. 1«". It la believed that

Governor Whitman will personally (

lake op and decide the charges »gainst
District Attorney Thomat '.agan ef ;

I',..«'.land County, growing oui «*>f hi»1

conduct of the trial of William V.

loarj for the murdei of his »on-in-
law. Tugcnc I.. Newman.

I r Governor ha« not appointed »

cammieaioner to hear the charge*, and
¡.«ked «bout this cate this m ft«

noon he laid he considered thai when

ehargi « ««ere n.adc again«t . District
Attorney they wer« entitled to th«

,ii attention of the (iovernor.
-m»,-

German Cargo in Boston.
Be '"n. reYi IA The Swedish steam

et Ran brought here today the first

earge leceive-d from (.ermariy nince »lie

war began. She left l.ubeo. on the

Baltic Sea. on January 9, called at to

penhagon. «kirtod the Norwegian coast,

and (hen h,ad«d wc-'ward. pas.-ing be-

twoeg the Shetland and Orkney Island».
.She bai nu rellaneous con»ignmenta
for New Tart and Philadelphia.

3 THROUGH TRAINS A DAY TO
I.. .I'll x MPI «'AST !*«.1NT.-'

laeavinis- v m i P, M »la Attantl« ;
'.., Superiorrwdway. l*.lSU'w.«y. '

pose«! a íiendmciit will be adopted n«»x

September."
In Ma-«iachiisett« the «i.*Trar:

amendment to «he «tete eonetitutlo
nai passed by the House by a vote o

19*« to .'C'. It had already pas«ed th
Senat», and will be acted on at th
November election. It provtdei ft»
striking out the word "male" from th
eon«titntional qualification for votinj
A two thirds vote at the popular elee
tior will be necessary to past II

v*. hen th« result was announced ye»
terday women in the gallery showerCi
the letgialatora wit'n jonqnila. Cheer
and applauae resounded unt'l Ih
Speaker ordered the galleries <-|n<vd
Then the women ven» oui-ule and he«
;« jubilee.
Women spectators in Trenton mad.

no demonstration. Their attitude wa
in keeping with llie dignified eampaigl
they ha«e carried on for more than
generation m New Jersey.

Julia Ward Howe n«« one of thi
originator of the movement in Ncv«
Jersey. Another pioneer wa Or
Madeline pe Hart, who died about >

year ago. The movement ha» pet
meated New Jet««;,- rather than cap
tured it by storm. Seventeen year:
ago it had crystallized into somethinj
definite and powerful. Since that dn>
it has wedged it« way into ever) <-or

ner of the state through WOmen'l
clubs.

ii \ear« ago the resolution came

Within nn BCe of going before the
votera I' had been duly adopted bj
the Legislature. At the last monieul
it was found that the state hed not
complied with the law in regard tr
ad- crtising tho question. It was that
slip which made the ufTiagist» fearful
for the safety of their eorçma yester¬
day.

President \\ Íleon was a thorn in the
side of the suffragists while he wa«

Governor of New Jersey. They could
not convert him. (jovernor Fielder
they rear!,ni through his wife. Thev
succeeded In getting a suffrage plank
info the platforma of both the Repub-
litans and Democrat*-, and fell reason¬

ably sure that their resolution would
be adopted.

DEAF MOW TO SEE SOUNDS
Instrument Is Said to Make
Speech and Music Perceivable.
Bombay, India, Feb. In. It has been

announced in Lahore that a Professor
Albe, of that city, lias invented an in¬

strument called a "phonoscope," which
enables the totally deaf to perceive
sounds, such as speech and music, by
means of the eye.

PHANTOM AGAIN ESCAPES
Al Levy Absent When Dwyer

Raids Alleged Poolroom.
Resident« of quiet Ninety-seventh

Stieet, near the corner of Central
Park Weat, ran to their telephone»
lael night niiii flooded the wires to
Police Headquprters with tales of
burglars, thieve; and other marauders
when Deteetivee Ilormonde and ('lea-
son, of Inspector Pwyer's staff, raided
an alleged poolroom at "* West Nine¬

ty-sixth Street.
Three prlsoi cr\ «i\ telephone-, and

a bunch of racing chart« were the

product.', of the ¡¡.id. The place was

attacked top and bottom imultane-

ouely, «he poliee entering over the
roofs b.v the skylight and by the base-

rvent. When the sifting was o'er,

hewever, A! Levy, tnr wireless wire

phantom, was not present Me had

again foiled Dwyer.
Philip Ponohue. Frank Duffy and

Joseph Ponohue were the' prisoner.«, |
lut (hey |..(i> soon released <m bail.

HOUSE PASSES
THE SHIP BILL
BY GAG RUI

Fourteen Hour Tight Ell
in »Success of Wilson

Compromise.

DEMOCRATS WIN
BY 94 MAJORIT

Republicans I orce .Many Ro
calls Before Giving

Up Battle.

**» aahington, Feb. 17. The admin
tration's compromise «hip purchase Ii

as an amendment to the Weeks na\

auxiliary bill wai pas«ed hy the Hou
at 1:20 o'clock this morning, by n VI

ol J16 to 111.
The passage of thr bill followed

t'ourteen-hour parliamentary xtrugg
which, until long after midnigl
threatened to extend interminably, b
eauae of a determined lilibuster I»

by the minority leader. Mr. Mann, wl

yielded only after administration lea

ors decided to apply a second speci
rule to bring the fight to an end.
The bill till go to the Senate i

noon to-«iay. Nineteen Democia

voted against the bill. They wei

Messrs. Bathrick, Borchers. Callawa
Dies. Donohue. Fitzgerald. Gerry, «"loi

don. Jonei, Kindel. Kitchin, Morrisoi

Moss, of Indiana; Page, of North Cart

lina: Saunders, Slayden. Whitacn

White and W itherspoon.
All the Republican? present vote

against the- bill, while these five Pro

graaaivei joined with the Democrat!

majority for ,t: Messrs. Bryan, Kelh
of Pennsylvania' MacDonnld, LaaTert;
and Murdoch.

Mann 'orces Boll Call.

When debate was concluded, not Ion*

before midnight, Mr. Mann demanded ¡

rollcall or the proposal to innert th«

words "with the consent of the Presi¬

dent" in the clause in the Weeks meas

ure a part of tl»e compromise bill
authorizing the .Secretary of the Treas¬

ury to acquire r»a\al auxiliaries for

merchant xifs. By tilia move Mr. Mann
virtually «erred notice that he tnigrr
force half a dozen rollcalls befo*! 'h.'
bill finally passed.
The debate on the bill, which b<"!gan

before noon, a ar closed ju*l before
midnight by Chairman Alexander, of
the Merchant Marine Commi'tee.
Crowded galleries watched the House
battle, which was a bit :»pectacular anJ
heated at time*.

leaders Hold Aloof.
It wa«; significant, however, that

neither the majority !<¦ .»'er, Mr. I'nder
-.vooij; the prospective majority leader,
Mr. Kitchin, nor Representative Fitz¬
gerald, chairman of the Appropriations
Committee, took part in the debate Mr.
Underwood favored the bill and Meaata
Kitchin and Fitzgerald opposed it but
do discussion was left to the "lesser
leaders."

Mr. .Mann closed the debate for the
minority. He had waged a filibuster
during the afternoon and evening, hut
was handicapped by the "gag rule"
ailopted earlier in the day. lie succeed¬
ed. However, in forcing numerous roll-
calls on points of no quorum.

Mr. Mann .liinounced hi« opposition
to the bill, but frankly said he trusted
the President not to involve this nation
in international trouble«. He said he
was opposed to the bill because it was

both unnecessary and dangerous. He
added that he gave the President credit
for being sincere in h»s desire to keep

Continued on page 4, roliimp I

ABUSES AT BLACKWELLS
AS SEEN BY A CONVICT

Methods ¿.nd I rea t ment at City Penitentiary Criticised
by an F.x-Prisoner.Miss Davis Makes

Specific Denials of I lis Charges.
A man fresh 'rom a cell on Rlack-

«rell'l Islan.i came to »he ornee of The

«Tribune the other da] Mid attacked

pn «nt eendltiona in the penitentiary
Mi . Katharine Betnent Da« i*,

Commissioner of «'orrection.

Tbil cx-pri'-oncr allege»! thai Ihl
"dope" habit, lack of aanlUtion, rous:h

af prisoners by guard«, In-

iutteien< <-lr,thirg. and other evils ex

i,ted within the walla of the East
Hi» er institution. Some of his

tiom were supported by an acquaint-;
«me who had spent a number of hours

.hr island »»- an invc« tigator.

The Tribune -bowed the statement

Df both investigator and t\ prisoner
... i ,,. »m »oner Dnvii jraater-Jay. A

jag then asked for a pass which

would permit him to visit th.- peniten-
tentiery« lns**»eei It fro« ,r|d to end,
and chut with hoth guard, and cell oc-

eapantx. Thli peas was refused.

"\ou will simply g" over an»l look

1.r the had things," Miss Davis de-I
clared. "Thai's true, isn't it?"

"Naturally." replied 'he reporter.
"But I .should not overlook the good
things."
The i ».-prisoner ma»le * number of:

«pecillC accusation« which he refused
-,, ;.|1r. to be published, fearing that
the »tore- would be truced to him.
"They WOOld frame me an»l pick me

Dp righl avtav." he gutm. "Il WOnM he

my death ».arrant. I'd rather commit

I« than go back there. You can

big), if vou want to, hut that's the

1 «eel about it."
He continued:
"Disease is rife *«>d «here il no plM

mads for preventing contagion It ».

well known that a diseased baker(
.MS.es br*-*d, and that lome of the men

v ho pass it »re infected. In some
«ases prisoners prefer to go without
bread in the me«« hall rather than re-

c i* e it from »iirh hands.
Doctors" Fsaminstinn* Hurried.

"of coiirse many of the men who
go »o the i»iu'«d afflicted with di«ea«c
£»t past the doctor« without being de¬
lecte) The doctors don't have time
eno'iph to examine them or they are
careles»."'
Au unprejudiced observer, not a for¬

mel prisoner, who visited the i»lan«l
not long «.go, found that one and one-
¡inlf minute» were devoted to the ex-
rniination of each man of s group of*
thirty. The group wa« hand'.eJ in
forty-live minute?.

"In my opinion the «tarden and keep
ers are putting it all over Mis« Davis."
declared the onetime islander. "Mo»t
of the.«0 nieii have been in prison ser¬
vice a long time and trained in the old
school. They hate reformer» or in-
v e«t icator.-. of any kind. despi*e «ny
one vlio t> islieo to alter conditions.

* the only word to describe their
attitude.
"The guards are callous to the wants

or need« of the prisoners. One rn«n
taken ¡1! in hi.« cell cried for help for
a loi.g time before the keepers would
go or «end up several tiers to aid him.
Finally he was taken to the hospital.
Later lie di»«)
"Tubérculo«,« is rampant. It's dif¬

ficult to »ee* how a man can go to the
inland and not contract it. Tobacco
juice «fains tin cell walls to a height
of three or four feet. The cells are

seldom washed out.
"Politic» can get you anywhere on

'.«ml. S.«ni"tirne» it seems it's a

more material influence that obtaii-
»of( berth« and changes. A Federal
prisoner waa suddenly transferred to

the keepers' kitchen, where he wa» »ble
to get good food and have a better
time than he would elsewhere But
ju»f a« «uddenly he wa» trannferred
to the dock gang, which receives, goods
from the host* and works in the rough-

eoollnu-d on pate t. «¦.lam» f*

Imported LA CAROLIN A Cheruto«. 10c.
Maele fur mort illsoriininatirig smoker*;
-Atlvi.

.Il GFa.NîK v. I'HII.H.IN.
¦P ..-»ri'»f

m HE WED
MISS E. A. PHILBIN

L. H. Wetmore Announces
Ceremony and Family

Admit It.
Ry telephone a man who laid he was

» J»l formed The Trfli-
Une'lar' nTJBl MuH he had b-j/fn mar¬

ried yeaterdaj te Hi Eugenie a. Phil-
bin. Mi s Pbilbin i.« the daughter of
Joattce Eagci " Y Philbin, of the Su¬

preme Court and former District At¬
torney. Mi. tVetmore'a mother [a Mrs.
James W. Martoe, of I- West Fifty-
lifth Slice'.
The ceremony was performed, The

Tribune's informant -aid, at the Church
of St. Paul the Apostle, at Sixtieth
Street and Columbus Avenue, by the
Rev. John I. HurVe.
Mtat Philbin' engagement to Arthur

HUeaell Jonee, the son of W. Strother
.lote«, was broken off in June, 1914.
No explanation waa «riven. Mlaa Phil-
bin is noted '«if her fondness for ath¬
letics and outdoor life.

Mr. Wetmore'a home ¡a with his
¦Other. Her ¡unhand. Dr. James W.
Markoe, waa the friend and physician
of the late J. P. Morgan. Mr. Morgan
beaueathed him an annuity of $26,000

Dr. Markoe carlv this morning a«l-
mitted thai his «teprton had married
Mlaa Philbin. Me would give no fur¬
ther Information. At the Philbin home
a maid saul that the marriage had
taken place.

BEES SEIZED WITH CARE
Now Constable Is in Quandary

witli Hives He Attached.
Edgar H. Oreutt, of Whaley Lake,

attached two lise« containing 110,000
bee." to aatiafj a judgment against
Lewis Marthel, ef Lakeville, for $3(*
due him «m a hill for feed yesterday
in the latter \ .linge.
Oreutt turned the attachment over to

Conatable Taggart, who found 'hat

Merthel. who owns a bee farm, had li»

posed ni all of hi« stock. All he could
And lo attach was two colonies of b»e«.
After Taggart rautioual) took them
from » hothouee «nd loaded thetn on a

wacori McrMiei langhed and reaaartedi
"Not thai ou've gol them, what ate

.on going lo do isith tliem?" Vei'hfr
' l) iff noi 1 Bl L-art ! now «

HARDEN HAS HARD
WORD FOR AMERICA

Says That in Present War We
Care for Nothing hut

Money Making.
T.. a!. || fr .

London, Feb. IT. "The Times" »a>«:
"In the last number of 'Zukunft' Maxi¬

milian Harden publishes a long, con¬

temptuous ar'.rle about the United
>t..«c-. the eonelaeion of which i» that

that eoaatry will profit more and more

by the war, and care« about nothing
else. II«* »»>.« Germany does not care

in (he ¡ea«i about American opinion
| ,iu«e. of the war, and

that it i« not ..«orth while to utter .1

syllable in the German defence. He
stride:

.¦ 'Seriousiv. however, we big you
not to itj murder if American «.hip«
are injured b> an «(tack of German
submarine«. Kngiand desires to shut
off our food, «nd we de«ire to shut off
England's import of foodstuff» and
raw material«. ou do not try to

leach our coasts with cargoe.-. Stay
away, therefore, from British coasts
also. You were . artied in good time

of what is now to be imposed by piti¬
less nooeeeity. It mutt be, and let no

cry of pain «nd no menace sound in
Germany's e»r«.' "

m

Thereafter He Thinned
Pan.-, Feb. |C The belt worn by .Na¬

poleon ot the bsttle of Waterloo, which

«how-« thai hi» girth then was II1«

lache«, haï been presented to the Na¬
tional *s|i|itar\ Museum b) Mine Poil-

pot, widow «af the niiürary painter.

England Plans Blockade
To Close German Ports;
Air Fleet in New Raid

40 ALLIED WARPLANES
DROP BOMBS IN BELGIUM

German Batteries at Ostend and Middelkerke. Transports
in Interior and Locks at Zeebrugge

Shelled and Damaged.
London, hei». 1»¡. Forty British anal

French aeroplanes to-day made an

other massed attnck on the Cernían

positions along the Belgian coast,

dropping bombs on the mole ami lock«
¿»i Zeabrogge, t<» destroy or damage
:li. lUbmarinS base; on the guns at
Ostend and Middellaerke and on the
aerodrome at («histelles. According to
the official report, 'good result "

were

attained.
While the British airmen, all of the

air wing of the British navy, were

operating nearer the eoajt against gun
positions, submarine ha»c, supply-
trains and barges and the trawler*
i;.-» d in mine-laying and mine-sweep¬
ing operations, eight French airman
¡r.tacked the aerodrome at ('histelles,
live miles inland from Ostend, thu-«
preventing the (¡crinan airmen from
n.aking an attempt to cut off the Brit¬
ish machines.

In all 210 bombs '.ere dropped.
Thos.a ured bv the British weighed
eighty-five pounds each.

Tie official report makes no men-

tiu.. of the airmen engage»), as it did
last week, when thirty four of the
navy's aircraft made s similar rant,
though it is presumed that they a'.i

returned safely. The tia> »as rtnirh
and clear, conditions being more favor
able than last week for a raid. Th«
official report on to-.lay's attack says:
"The air operations of the nava

wing against the Bruges, «»»»tend an».

Zeebrugge district were continued thi»

afternoon. Forty aeroplanes and sea¬

planes bombanled Ostend, Middel
kerke. Ghiatellea and Zeebrugge.
"Bombs were dropped on the heavy

batteries >ituated on the east and we«t

»nle^ of Oatend« on g»in positions at
M iildelketke, on transports on the
Ostend-Ghistellea road, on the mole at

Zeebrugge to widen the breach caused
by form«»r attacks, on the locks a*

ZeebruRjfe. on barge« outside Blank-
enherge and on trawlers outside Zee¬
brugge.
"Fight French aeroplanes assisted

the nava! machines by making vigor¬
ous attacks on the einstelle« aero¬

drome, this effectively preventing Ger¬
man aircraft from cutting off our ma¬

chines. It is reported that good results
were obtained.

"Instructions are always issued to
cont'.ne attacks to points of military
importan«o. and every effort is made
by the flying officers to avoid dropping
bombs on any residential portions of
towns."

RUSSIANS HURLED BACK
BY FOE IN BUKOWINA

Austrians and Germans Slaughtered by Thousands as

They Force Passage of Sereth and
Press on Czar's Army.

11. a..¦ e Ti.aa Tnnura 1
London. Feb. 17. "The Daily Chroi.

¡ele" publishes the following dispatch
from its correspondent with the Rus
sian army in Bukowina, «ent fom th«
town of Nov« Selitza on Monday:
"Like a pack of hungry wolves, th«

mixed force of the enemy continued
throughout to-day to throw itself
against the Russians' intrenched posi-

, tion defending Czernowitz. While
watching the gigantic struggle from

the plateau above the River Pruth I

received my baptism of fire with the

Russians.
"Dense masses of Austrian and Ger¬

man troops attacked fiercely at two
points fifteen miles apart to cross the
.Sereth River. The southern column
was composed, as far as I could see, of
Austrians, with a stiffening of Ba¬
varian troops, and they marched paral
lei with the Rumanian frontier, de¬
bouching from the forest of Crauzthal.
They crossed the valley of Moldava,
and thence swung north to the villaga
of Mirhalcze, where they were brought
to a dead stop by the intrenche»l Ru<
sians. The eastern column was com¬
posed entirely of German troops.
"After gaining Storazynetz. on the

left bank of the Sereth, they gained
Kuczucmar. eight miles south of Czer-
nowitr., and ebtablished contact with
their western column. The Germans
suffered appalling losses in negotiating
the passage of the Sereth. The tire of
the Russians' artillery was terribly ef¬
fective, and they disputed fiercely every
yard of ground.

Third Column on Way.
"News came that a thir»l force of the

enemy had broken through in Galicia
an«! «vas advancing down th«; ..alley of
the Pruth from Washkit itza. It was

clear that for the possession of the east
corner of Bukowina the northeastern
district in which is the capital a vast
turning movement was being attempted
against the Russian«. The two columns
which, as mentioned, had in over¬

whelming numbers already crossed the
River Sereth, thretened to cut off a re¬
treat from (zernowitz, ami the fighting
became desperate and continuous. The
Russians fought a magnitlcent battle,
hut ware pressed back in all directions
on a fron« extending nearly 1 ("0 mile«
"The Russian position in front of

CsernewitS had been established on

top of a snow-clad plateau, separated
by a deep, snowbound valley from the
main German and Austrian posititon«.

It was computed the' ihe enemy wer

hurling against u« at least three arm;
corps, well supplied vvith heavy ertil
Icry. which throughout yesterday fierce
ly niombardi-d the Russian positions.
"Early to-day maaies of the enera;

advanced at turee point», and their as

sault« seemed to be made utterly with
out regard to losses, a» they pursue«
their favorite tactics of jmashini
through at any cost. As they gain«'
the bottom of the valley and begat
climbing the opposite slope the Russiar
artillery soon found the range ane

simply swept the enemy away a« thej
attempted to advance. In the snow-

carpeted valley and from the hillside)
there «va« a continuous roar of heav>
artillery, the harsh, snappy sound ot
machine guns joining In the terrible
symphonv of death.

Whole Column» Melt Away.
"Wave after wave of gray coated

Austrian« and Germans would come on

over the snow, passing over the bodies
of their slain comrades and then would
melt away as if they themselves were

so many men of snow suddenly exposed
to the spring sunshine.
"The glistening white surface of the

valley was discolored with groups of
inanimate objects «vhich a few hours
before had been living men. They died
there by thousands, annihilated by the
Russisn shell tire. Some there were

who succeeded in crossing the shell-
swept valley of death and climbing the
slope only to meet their end by a dead¬
ly fire at short range from the trenches.

"Isolated groups of what had once

been whole brigades flung themselves
against the parapet« of trenches, be¬
hind which was arranged the brown-
«oated Russian line, fighting with the
fierce rn«l deadly desperation of mer.

prepared to face extermination in pref-
« rence to yielding.

"In many wars I have seer soldier«
of many countries in sction, but it
*.va» my first experience of the Rus-
ian in action, lighting with his hack

to the wall. His coolness, doeged
pluck, sublime «ourage and devotion
lender him a combatant of which Rus¬
sia and her Allies may well feel proud
I must pay my tribute of homage and
respect to the hardy, simple peasant
soldier sons of Rustía, who die with
their faces to the foe and with sacred
names on their lips.
"Leaving Czemowit^ fo-dsy, I

crossed the Pruth in company with
some Cossack officers. Here on the
frontier the thunder of cannon is un¬

abated. Fugitives from Czernowitz,
d eading Austrian vengeance, have
been crossing the Rumanian frontier
in hundreds, but the enemy has now
cut the ro«<l from Czernow itz to Ru-
m»nis. The Russians «re hurrying up
leinforcements."

FRENCH AND BRITISH AUTHORS
FIGHT AS SIMPLE SOLDIERS

Pan-. Feb. 10..Many French authors, poets ai.»l dramatists are

serving in the army in various capacities. Henri Bernstein, the drama¬
tist, is serving as a gunner at Kurt Havre; Marcel Prévost, the poet
and author, is a captain of artillery in the intrenched camp of Paris;
Etienne Rey, the writer, and Robert de Flers, the playwright, are serv¬

ing at the front, a.« also is Reynoldo Halin, the latter as a simple soldier
in the trenches in the Argnnne.

Marcel Boulanger, the writer, has been taken half frown from the
trenches near Nancy and placed in a hospital. François de Tessan, the

journalist and secretary general of the French Commission to the San
Francisco Exposition, was woun«ied some time ago, but has recovered
and is ready to return to the front.

London, Feb. 1 «*».-- Among British authors now .-ervmg their coun¬

try are A. E. W. Mason, who has just received a commission in the
Manchester Regiment. Professor Kettle, one of the most brilliant of
Irish writers, and Stephen (iwynn. M. P., the, author of "Highways and
Byways in Donegal" and many other lxx>ks in prose and poetry, are

both representing Anglo-Irish literature. The former is now Lieuten¬
ant Kettle, the latter a private in the division that is to win honor an

the Irish Brigade. A grandson of Cieorge Meredith a young (iwrge
Meredith -is at the front; two sons of Max Pembertor. and four sons

of «Sir Ijiwrence (jomme are either there or on the way. Sir William
Robertson Nicoll has given a son and a son-in-law to the service-tha
.son in the Army Medical Corps, the son-in-law in the firing line.

-r-

King George In Coun¬
cil Prepares New
Proclamation.

FOOD SUPPLIES
TO BE CUT OFF

Cotton Likely To Be the
Only Type of Cargo

Permitted.

IN DEFERENCE TO U. S.

London Thinks StaninK the
Fatherland a Better Way to

Win than by Killing.
Pt r«bl« l» Tfa» Tr1lsij.il» )

London, Feb. If, Developments seri¬
ously affecting American interests ar»

hourly expected. England is on th«
eve of delivering tome decisive re-

talistory blow in response to Ger¬
many's methods of warfare. With tht
German fleet out of reseh and with no

German merchantmen to capture, the
one thing left is the tightening of th«
naval noose on the German food sup

flies.
To-night the King held a Privy

Council, snd it is expected thst som«

order will result which will make it
more impossible th«n ever for Ger¬

many to obtain supplies from out«ide.
The precise nature of.the contemplated
action i« concealed, but it is currently
reported in usually well informed cir¬
cles that England is determining t«»

establish a virtual blockade on alt
German commerce. This mean« de¬
claring practically everything contra

band of war, possibly even including
cotton.
The British government, however,

entertains a high regard foi American
susceptibilities, snd, unless it h
deemed positively essential, American
cotton traffic will not be interrupted.
It is admitted to be quite likely that
the action of Great Britain will be
something new to international law,
but full and complete juttiflcatlon I«
found in Germany's violation« of all
lnw«, particularly in her proposed «ub
marine campaign. England hold« that
it is useless to try to observe th«
ordinary rules of war against such
en enemy.

Cotton May Be Eicepted.
Should the new order prove a» ex¬

tensive as has been rumored it would
mean that all articles of commerce,

with the possible exception of cotton
fin deference to America^ would he
treated just as absolute contrsband i«

now* treated, nothing being permitted
to go to Germany direct, »nd nothing
which is suspected of ultimately reach

ing Germany permitted to go to the ad¬

joining neutral countries.
Count von Bernstorff's proposal that

Germany will drop her submarine plan«
if England abandon» her policy of »top¬
ping food has not reached this govern¬
ment nor even the American Embae«?,
«iespite the report thst "Washington had

sent it on. If it comes it is certain

that Hngland will scorn it, being un-

ready to make any bargain* in th«
matter.

It ¡a considered that Germany á«

merely endeavoring to make a hug«
diplomatic muddle of the whole «Itus

tion. What has happened is that Am

bsssndor Page to-day informed Sir E«i
ward Grey of the American govern
ment's view» on the Wilhelmina cargo.
The Ambassador also »et forth Ger¬

many's point that fhe csrgo in question
is intended for Germany's civil popula¬
tion, and therefore cannot be seised,
especially ss the famous Berlin decree
commandeering all food contained a

certain saving clause concerning sh»U
ments after January 31.

To Be A'gued in Prlxe Coort.

It is the generi! opinion here (hat all
these arguments should properly b»
msde before the prize court, and unlet«
the owners sell the cargo to the Bel
gian Relief Commission or elsewhere
in England it is morally certatn thai
the good» will go to . prize court.

Until Germany recently began to
wail so loudly statesmen here didn't
believe it possible effectively to starve
Germany. Now, however, it is con

sidered feasible, and, angered by the
character of the threatened submarine
warfare, the British authorttie» ore
ready to strike a decisive blow. It
may be necessary to make a departure
in recognized rule«, which doubtless
will bring protests from neutrals, bat
in this life and death struggle Eng¬
land considers almost any meant Justi¬
fiable.
The German charge that the action

of Great Britain i» causing women and
children to starve i» considered ridicu¬
lous and is merely a desperate appeal
to the American people to arouse false
sympathy. Cutting off supplies is con¬
sidered a moil legitimate act of
fare, one that ha» always been p .

tised. and a pol«ey which German.«/
would quickly follow if »he had th«
power.
To »ubdue Germany by lack of «dp-

plie«, it is thought, would be far mot«
human«- than attaining a victory
through mere killing. England hope»
to avoid complication« «vith neutrals,
but whether it I» por.-ihle to do »a
remain» to bo »«en.

I a» f"»r»i« to tí* Tf

Undon. heb. 17 "The Daily New*/»
in an editorial says;
"Germany, through i< msptfod prêta


